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The Persian Empire, 559-465 BC

Answer all the questions.

1 (a) Name the city that Cyrus captured when he defeated Croesus. [1]
(b) Name the tribe that Herodotus tells us Cyrus was fighting when he died. [1]
(c) Give one reason why Cambyses invaded Egypt. [1]
(d) Name the former Spartan king who acted as adviser to both Darius and Xerxes. [1]
2 Outline the main features of Darius’ building projects. [6]
Passage A

So it was that Babylon was captured a second time; and Darius, once he had power over the
Babylonians, demolished the entire circuit of their walls and tore out all their gates (both of which
were things that Cyrus, when Babylon had originally fallen to him, had failed to do). Darius had
some three thousand of their most prominent men impaled. He did, however, restore the city to
those Babylonians who remained and let them live there. Looking to the future, he also made sure
to provide them with women, and thereby ensure that a new generation would be born — for the
Babylonians, as | explained initially, had been looking to conserve food, and so had strangled their

own wives.

Herodotus, Histories 3.159

5*

Using details from Passage A and your own knowledge, what can we learn about Darius’
effectiveness as a leader? [10]

Using details from Passage A and your own knowledge, explain how far Darius’ attitude towards
his enemies was similar to that of Cyrus. [15]

‘Cyrus was the Persian King who was the most determined to expand the empire.” To what extent
do you agree with this view? [20]

(#”) Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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